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Our archives continue to grow with material supplied by local people and whenever 
appropriate we continue to share that information with the community. We find Telstar to 
be a very useful portal for sharing information as well as finding out about what has 
happened locally over the last decades. 

Our monthly meetings continue to be well supported, visitors and new members are always 
welcomed. We regularly host speakers from across Suffolk to share their research into 
aspects of Suffolk’s history. This year members of the group have given regular talks using 
material from our archives about aspects of our village history, encouraging members and 
visitors to share their own memories and knowledge. Our Secretary, Jerry Voden’s 
recordings of his reviews of our talks have proved popular listening on our website. 

Our Stowupland Stories have looked at our roads and footpaths, , shops and trades, means 
by which our poor and sick have been cared for, some local crimes and punishments and our 
schools and education. Our guest speakers have taken us on a tour of local pubs, Tudor 
foods and kitchens, medieval battles, the 20th century influx of American soldiers, local 
orchards and the ongoing care of the River Gipping. 

Since our founding our monthly meetings were held in the Village Hall, for 2026 we have 
moved along the room to the URC Chapel meeting room.  Our new Banner Flag has come in 
useful to remind members of this change of venue. Our membership subscriptions and 
visitors’ fees have remained unchanged. 

In the summer some of our members had an outing to the ‘Middy’ Museum at Brockford to 
see the MAA 34th Bomb Museum. This was previously housed in Mendlesham, but they have 
found a new home at the Middy. During WW2 the Mid-Suffolk Light Railway was used to 
transport service personal and munitions to the Mendlesham Airfield so it seems 
appropriate that its artifacts can be viewed there. The group have built strong connections 
with American families whose loved ones were posted over here in WW2 

We are extremely grateful to the support of all our members and our committee of 

volunteers without whom there would be no Local History Group  

Sandra Walker (SLHG Chair)  
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Sorry, couldn’t resist sharing this from 1991 Parish meeting 

 

 

 

 



  



 


